
Sacred Heart Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday May 24th, 2022 @ 6:30 PM 

Sacred Heart, Heart Hall 

Council members present: Bobbie Bergan, Randy Ceilielski, Leon Deutsch, Melissa Fettkether, Nick 

Osweiler 

Other Members Present: Deacon Paul, Linda Deutsch, Pete McGreal 

 

Opening Prayer: Hail Mary 

Reports:  

1. Minutes-reviewed and approved from April meeting 

a. Verified that fellowship is going to pay it forward, not the milk fund 

 

2. Parish Life Update 

a. Continued work on the fall picnic.  

 

3. Finance Report 

a. Final budget presented to council 

b. Cash balance for first 10 months—increase in over $24,000 for the FY 

c. Finance Committee, Pete and Bobbie are cycling off. New members to be presented to 

Father for appointment—Josie Fettkether and Theresa Palas 

 

4. Building and Grounds Committee  

a. Budget presented to council for FY22/23 

b. Direction given to B & G to get a total estimate for drainage, steps, basement wall issue 

and have it be one big project. Melissa will speak with B & G to give direction. 

c. Prior approval of the mulching, ramp painting and carpet replacement is on hold until 

we get a bid on the stair, drainage and basement issue(s). 

d. Kitchen Exhaust installation: motion made by Randy to approve the installation of the 

fan. Leon seconded the motion. All members were in favor. Melissa will notify B & G of 

council approval to get final bid and to move forward with the project.  

 

 5. Cemetery Update  

a. Leon is going to continue to work with Father on plans to fund the Cemetery’s moving 

forward. (The initial recommendations were made by the Cemetery Committee and 

discussed with the council. Leon is going to take the council discussion back to Father John 

so a plan can be established moving forward and a united front presented to the parish 

members). 

  

b. Leon made motion to the council to allow him to cash in two CDs from Elgin State bank 

in the amount of $1500 of $3500. Deposit money into St. Joes Cemetery account and then 



write a check to Archdiocese for the perpetual care account for St. Joes in Wadena. Bobbie 

seconded motion. Motion approved  

 i. this has still not been completed. Leon said that the bank is asking for a letter 

from the council giving Leon permission to cash out the CD’s. With Melissa being the 

council chair, it will be discussed with her to complete the letter. Bobbie will discuss 

this with Melissa. 

ii. 05/24/2022: Melissa provided the letter as requested. 

 

Old Business: 

1. Corpus replacement-This is a follow up for Father. Leon will follow up with Father for additional 

thoughts and to get direction to move forward. 

 

2. Bulletin Insert/Update. Leon did not have a chance to follow up with Beth on this. He is going to 

reach out to her and get something together for the summer months.  

a. Items added will include summer mass schedule, the movie night at the VCOH in June, 

VBS in July.  

 

3.  Safety awareness update-Leon 

a. Leon continues to work on this project.  

b. Shooter trainer needs to be addressed.  

i. Each council member should think of someone who may be a good fit to put 

something together.   

ii. Amy Holst—resource?  

 

4. The parish council will take the first Sunday of March, June, September and December. 

 

5. Council discussed the sign replacement. Leon said he looked at it, only the red heart is faded. He is 

going to work on getting the red heart replaced only.  

 

6. Keyless entry. 

a. Melissa presented a procedure for the installation of the new locks 

i. If we replace one, we should replace all three locks. 

1. One being online, the other two not 

2. New keyset. 

ii. Whoever has the key now, gets the key. They need to sign off on the receipt of the 

key and that they will not distribute key to others. 

iii. Bobbie will take lead on code reset on semi-annual basis. 

iv. Conversation will be ongoing as this develops.  

v. Leon made motion to approve the three entries, with one being online. All other 

keys will not work. Bobbie Bergan will take lead on reset. Seconded by Nick. Motion 

approved. 

 

7. Follow up on AED training. 

a. Leon would like to offer training. Leon is going to put this offering in the newsletter. This 

will be open to the rest of the parishes as well.  



8. Investment considerations after presentation 

  -Will be discussed at a later date 

  - Cemetery trustees and Paul need to meet with Father to further discuss.  

  -Tabled 

 

9. Bookkeeper position 

a. Janine is in the process of taking over. Theresa is still training. Theresa will continue    

delivering deposits, invoices, etc. to Elkader 

b. Compensation package 

i. This is still being determined. Paul will sit down with Father to determine how this 

is being determined.  

ii. Theresa is going to have Janine keep track of her hours and she will be paid for her 

time since her start date December 16th.  

iii. Payroll is tomorrow January 19th. Paul will get rate to Theresa so Janine can be 

paid.  

iv. Determination of full scope of duty will be done by the end of the FY. 

c. No office hours set at this time. 

Update 05/24: Father still needs to sit down and finalized this position with Janine.  

 

10. Moving forward: 

  -Quarterly Sunday evening/activity 

  - June 12th kids moving night at VCOH hosted by Calvary 

  - VBS July 11-15th hosted at the Lutheran church 

  -Theology on tap in January 2023? 

  - Leon will speak with Pastor Issac on this.     

 

 11. Parish goals regarding who is missing and how to reach out to community? 

12. Speaker update? 

a. Update on 04/26: The speakers have been adjusted and speakers were donated. The 

speaker system is satisfactory at this time and no further updates are needed at this time.  

b. Tabled at this time. 

 

New Business 

1. Election was held on May 22. 

a. Melissa won re-election.  

b. Scott Bushman was a write-in and got several votes as well.  

 

2. By-Law Updates 

a. Current by-law states 7 voted members. 

i. This is changing to 5 as stated in (b) 

b. Paul recommended that we change to 4. With Scott getting votes as well, consideration 

was given to change to 5. Leon made motion to approve 5 members and adding Scott 

as a member of the council. Nick seconded this motion. Motion approved.  



c. With having the 5 elected members and the 3 chairs voting members, it was discussed 

that the parish council chair sits out the vote.  

 

3. Other voting members (needs to be the same each time on an annual basis). 

a. Parish Life Chair (this needs to be appointed. Linda will take this back to the committee 

in June and make the appointment). 

b. Faith Formation Chair (committee needs to be established. Once this is done, an 

appointment will be made). 

c. Finance Committee Chair (Pete will handle communication with this committee) 

 

4.  Faith formation coordinator 

 a. Melissa F. has resigned this position effective May 31st 2022 

 b. Amy Pope was elected the commission.  

- Role, if DRE needs help finding catechist, they will help find support. They also 

support catechists in their roles and needs. 

c. Does Amy Pope want to be coordinator or on the commission? Bobbie will follow up with 

Amy.  

   

5.   Heritage Days Fundraiser. Ann Gibney is in charge of this with St. Joe’s. This is October 8 and 9th.  

a. Looking for suggestions as to who the funds received from the fundraiser are to go to. 

i. Food Pantries? 

ii. NCYC? 

iii. Catholic Charities? 

iv. Obowo’s Light? 

v. Media events for the pastorate? 

vi. Local community based pay it forward fund---Sacred Hearts recommendation. 

b. Looking at menu items  

c. Looking for someone from Sacred Heart to assist in planning. Bobbie and Linda? 

 

7. Finance committee member, Pete M, made recommendation to pay Beth P a $500 stipend for 

advertising. A motion was made by Randy to approve this recommendation. This was seconded 

by Leon. Motion approved. This will be communicated to Janine with the minutes for 

distribution. 

 

Announcements/Discussion Items 

 * Next meeting: Tuesday, June 28th at 6:30 St Joseph, Elkader. 

  

Ending Prayer 

Group-Our Father 


